
PERENNIAL GARDEN CLUB MINUTES — JUNE 12, 2018 
 

Not present — Alicia Brown, Amy Reese, Sarah Mathias, Caroline McLoughlin, Liz 

Dugan, Brooke Morton. 

The President Peggy Rhoades thanked Gay Barclay for hosting us in her beautiful 

garden. She also thanked Molly Raymond and Mary Kopper for a wonderful lunch. 

The President welcomed our two new members Sydney Baird Bath and Carrie Baker 

Tydings. She also highlighted the lovely tea given by Kathy Byrnes honoring and 

informing the new Perennials. 

The Treasurer Caroline Ervin gave her report. All of the income has been expended for 

programs, the flower and horticulture show (including the new tables), fees to GCA, 

and Perennial donations. This year the club will donate funds to the U.S. Botanic 

Garden, Friends of the National Arboretum, the Washington Youth Garden, and the 

GCA Scholarship Fund. 

The checking account contains $5,358.18 and the savings, $9,314.18. 

The Treasurer reminded the membership to submit expenses before June 30. A form on 

the club website is available. Please specify the committee. 

Think ahead and communicate with the president what funds might be needed next 

year for committee activities and expenses. This budget information must be to the 

treasurer by September. 

The President passed around the hostess sign-up for next year. If you can’t hostess, 

please exchange with someone for another month. 

Georgia Nassikas provided a report on the program for next year. A few highlights 

include two evening meetings, an October trip to Mt. Cuba and Winterthur, a hands-on 

propagation workshop with Ellie Denker, and a presentation on the development of the 

Delaware Botanic Garden. 

Suzie Bissell, Chair of the Scholarship Committee, gave an annual report. In 2018, the 

GCA has awarded $308,000.00 in scholarships to 65 scholars. The funds come from a 



specified endowment. Donations are welcome. A new scholarship has been created for 

native plant study. In all there are nineteen categories for scholarships. 

Betyy Boyle announced the awards for the year! 

Betty announced the creation of a new Conservation award to be named for the first 

recipient Dorothy Woodcock. 

The Patsy Brand Award recipient was Betsy Nottingham. 

The Golden Trowel was awarded to Alicia Brown. 

The Vicki Bowie Award was given to Georgia Nassikas. Georgia and other award 

winners were given a special plant, a lacecap hydrangea, “Cherry Blossom,” 

propagated at the National Arboretum. 

The Horticulture Award went to Gay Barclay. 

The Artistic Flower Show Award was given to Jill Young. 

The Blithe Spirit Award went to Penny Morrill. 

The Committee Chairs each received awards in the form of a special sedge plant for 

their many contributions:  

Communications — Elizabeth Wise 

Conservation — Pamela Murphy 

Flower Show — Ann West and Paige Vietor 

Horticulture — Louise Williams and Alicia Brown 

Membership — Kathy Byrnes 

Nominating — Sarah Mathias 

Philanthropy and Fundraising — Peggy Rhoades, Betsy Burke, Betsy Nottingham and 

Amy Reese 

Program — Georgia Nassikas 

 

Penny Morrill 

Recording Secretary 

 

 


