
Perennial Garden Club 

MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES 
June 9, 2015 
 
Location: The home of Gay Barclay 11600 River Road, Potomac, MD 20854. 
 
Attendees:  Gay Barclay, Suzie Bissell, Alicia Brown, Kathy Byrnes, Louise Cromwell, Ellie Denker, 
Elizabeth Doublet, Linda DuRoss, Liz Dugan, Caroline Ervin, Dana Faulkner, Lisa Frulla, Mary Kopper, 
Rosemarie Lentini, Sarah Mathias, Penny Morrill, Brooke Morton, Sharon Nemeroff,  
Betsy Nottingham, Weezie Owen, Molly Raymond, Peggy Rhoades, Linda Rogers, Sarah Salomon, 
Paige Vietor, Louise Williams, Dottie Woodcock, Catie Woolley and Ellie Wotherspoon. 
 
Special Presentation: 

 
President Brooke Morton welcomed guests to the PGC annual meeting.  Brooke introduced special 
guest, Kate Keliher, the Perennial Fellow at the Bishop Walker School for Boys for the 2014-15 school 
year.     
 
Kate recapped the exciting PGC – BWS partnership with an engaging photo filled presentation, 
opening with the quote by naturalist and outdoor educator David Polis, “Must we always teach our 
children with books? Let them look at the stars and the mountains above. Let them look at the 
waters and the trees and flowers on Earth. Then they will begin to think, and to think is the 
beginning of a real education.” 
 
PGC enhanced the BWS learning experience through the Sprouts’ dedicated support, special events 
such as the Monarch butterfly program and birdseed workshop, classroom grants for purchases of 
books and supplies, field trip opportunities and the teacher training day at the Washington Youth 
Garden.  Following the Field Day festivities, where Perennials will once again be on hand to offer 
support, Kate will make her presentation available.  Brooke Morton will email the file when ready.   
 
Brooke Morton thanked Kate for her dedication to the Perennial Fellow program and presented her 
with a few items to mark our appreciation for her service. 
 
General Announcements: 

 
President Brooke Morton called the meeting to order.   
 
Brooke welcomed new members Alicia Brown, Dana Faulkner and Catie Woolley, each in attendance.  
Membership Chair Kathy Byrnes formally introduced these new members and noted that an 
introductory luncheon will scheduled shortly. 
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Brooke thanked Gay Barclay for graciously hosting today’s meeting with such short notice.  She also 
thanked hostesses Molly Raymond, Louise Cromwell, Stephanie Cromwell, Mary Kopper, Paige Vietor 
and Ellie Wotherspoon for creating the beautiful luncheon.  Beginning with ‘There is nothing 
stronger than the heart of a volunteer’, Brooke wished host Gay Barclay a very happy birthday and 
presented her with a special birthday gift, a lovely pin depicting the note “Gardeners Know the Dirt”. 
 
The minutes from the May meeting were approved. 
 
Brooke proposed a membership status change for Fran Pearson to Honorary member similar to 
current honorary member Ruth Buchanan.  Motion passed. 
 
The PGC nominee, Kate McGlynn, was awarded the GCA Hull Award at the recent Annual Meeting in 
May.  The science teacher at St. Columba’s School, Kate received a certificate and $1000 scholarship 
with this recognition.  Several Perennials were in attendance, along with her class, for the award 
presentation and brief reception in Kate’s honor at St. Columba’s. 
 
The GCA Zone VI meeting will be held in October in Owings Mill, MD at the Green Spring Valley Hunt 
Club.  This meeting will feature the debut of a zone wide plant exchange.  Members can still enter 
work into the flower and photo show classes.  Brooke Morton will send members the show schedule 
via email.  
 
The 2015-16 year will begin on September 22 with a meeting and Horticulture show at the home of 
Betsy Nottingham.  Show classes and requirements will be published shortly.  Gay Barclay suggested 
the pairing of new with experienced members for this upcoming PGC show.  Membership Chair 
Kathy Byrnes will coordinate the teams.    
 
Committee Reports: 
 
Treasurer’s Report:   

 
Treasurer Ellie Denker noted that PGC annual dues are due to her as soon as possible.  Incoming 
Treasurer Caroline Ervin was equipped with a card reader to process credit card payments at the 
meeting, with Sharon Nemeroff successfully presenting her card as the first transaction.   
 
Ellie reported a total balance in all PGC accounts of $ 24, 960.  Dues receipts to date for the upcoming 
year bring this total to some $ 26,000.  A full year end report will be presented at the September 2015 
meeting.   
 
Brooke Morton reported the following donations made by the PGC over the past year:   
$250 to the National Arboretum (a continuing $250 gift for the next two years); $250 to the Friends of 
the National Botanic Gardens; and $250 to Dumbarton Oaks Park Conservancy following the PGC 
tour at the April meeting. 
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Flower Show Committee:   
 
Brooke congratulated Flower Show Chairs Betsy Burke and Peggy Rhoades and their Committee on 
such a spectacular Flower Show to celebrate the Perennial Garden Club 65th anniversary.  Peggy read 
a few of the special notes received from the judges following the Show.  The judges noted “the 
impressive designs made our judging difficult” and “the PGC has such talented members.  It was an 
honor to judge this wonderful anniversary show.”  
 
Bishop Walker School Report: 
 
Paige Vietor, one of the PGC Sprout chaperones, recounted the success of the special tour of the 
Hillwood gardens and museum. 
 
Brooke reminded Perennials of the BWS Field Day tomorrow from 9 to 12.  Volunteers are welcome 
and encouraged to attend this exciting day with the boys. 
 
Perennial Garden Club Awards: 

 
President Brooke Morton presented the following 2014 Perennial Garden Club awards and 
certificates: 
 
PGC Honorary Service Award to Lisa Frulla and Jennifer Jameson for their impressive management of 
the GCA NAL conference for the past ten years.  As a special recognition of their service, Lisa and 
Jennifer also received an oak leaf pin. 
 
Certificate of Appreciation for dedication and service to the PGC to: Ellie Denker for her six years of 
service as PGC Treasurer; Sarah Mathias and Betsy Nottingham for their remarkable job as PGC Vice-
Presidents and Program Chairs; and Betsy Holleman Burke and Peggy Rhoades for their outstanding 
job in producing the recent PGC Flower Show. 
 
The Vickie Bowie Artistic Award to Ellie Denker.  Flower Show Chairs Betsy Burke and Peggy Rhoades 
chose Ellie’s first place arrangement for this award.  Named after a founding PGC member, this award 
is presented to a member who received a first, second or third place ribbon in the annual PGC Flower 
Show and best exemplifies Vickie’s spirit, supportive contributions and her unselfish willingness to 
help other Club members.   
 
The Golden Trowel Award to Caroline Ervin for her continued stellar work at BWS.  Founded by Gay 
Barclay this award recognizes enthusiasm for and involvement in the Club’s horticultural endeavors.  
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The Patsy Brand Award to Molly Raymond.  Named after one of the founding members of Perennial 
Garden Club, this award is presented to a club member for her outstanding service to PGC, and who 
best exemplifies Patsy’s spirit of dedication.  
 
The Perennial Garden Club Artistic Award to Linda DuRoss for her Best in Show work at the recent 
PGC Flower Show.   
 
Incoming President Sarah Mathias noted that “Nothing is stronger than the heart of a volunteer.”  
She recognized Brooke Morton for her dedication to the Club and to BWS.  Sarah thanked Brooke for 
her leadership of the PGC for the past two years.  To honor her service, a dogwood tree and 
commemorative plaque will be installed at BWS.    
 
Meeting adjourned.   
 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Linda DuRoss 
Corresponding Secretary 
 
 
 


