
Bishop Walker: Garden-Based Teacher Training at WYG
Overview: 1pm-3:30pm, October 16, 2015

12:30pm Teacher arrival, lunch, exploration*
*as teachers finish with lunch they can start the first exploration activity- Six of
One/Half-dozen of Another

1-1:15 Welcome:
- WYG history and programs
- Overview of plan for day
- Bathroom and water info
Introductions:
- Name, grade-level/specialist position
- ID one barrier to using school garden
- Favorite moment in school garden

1:15-1:45 Exploration-based activities: Garden Scavenger Hunt, Unnature walk, 
Review Six/Half-Dozen, Paint Chips, Pollination game
- Debrief benefits, challenges, adaptations for BW students

Split into two groups for the following two sections and switch:
1:45-2:30 Hands-on workshop on gardening skills and gardening with students
- plant ID, harvesting, planting in small spaces, intercropping, square foot 

gardening, fertilizing, and group management in the garden

2:30-3:15 Guided garden tour with classroom resources along the way
- pollination, bees, butterfly garden, compost, worms, herbs, harvesting 

produce, and how to make a kid-friendly kale salad

3:15-3:30 Review resource packets (curriculum, children’s literature; recipes); 
Q & A; closing reflections

Cost: $400

May 4, 2016
Tawana Purnell
Head of School
Bishop John T. Walker School for Boys 
3640 Martin Luther King, Jr. Ave SE 
Washington, DC 20032

Dear Ms. Purnell,

On behalf of the Friends of the National Arboretum, and our Washington Youth Garden (WYG) Program, 
we are happy to confirm that we will begin working with you and your staff to make Bishop John T. Walker
School for Boys, a WYG Garden Science partner school. We are very excited about working with you to 
provide your students with environmental education, and health and nutrition programs.

What this means:
In 2016, we intend to begin meeting with you and your key faculty and staff to discuss and flesh out a  
Garden Science program that best fits your needs and those of your students. We would like to begin  
forming a wellness committee to regularly meet and flesh out this program. Also, in the fall of 2016, we 
will plan and implement one teacher training for your teachers around our Garden Science program, and  
specifically our garden based lesson plans. We do not intend to officially launch a program to regularly  
serve your students until the 2017-2018 academic year. Our process is for the first year for a new school 
partnership to be focused on planning and development. Our intent moving forward is to include our  
programmatic efforts at your school in our overall fundraising efforts, and wherever possible to synchronize 
those efforts with you for that same purpose.

We are very excited to work with you, and appreciate your enthusiasm to support our programs coming to 
your school. We also greatly value your dedication and passion to environmental education, and bringing 
these resources to your students. You are truly a community champion!

As a follow up, we would like to meet with you and your key staff in mid to late June, 2016 to flesh out our 
next steps. I will be in touch in the coming weeks to confirm a final date and time for this meeting that best 
suits all necessary parties. In the meantime if you have any questions please don’t hesitate to reach out to  
me. I look forward to your response, and meeting with you soon!

Sincerely,

Ulises Zatarain
Program Director, Washington Youth Garden
Friends of the National Arboretum
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