
Perennial Garden Club 
General Membership Meeting 
March 8, 2016 
Home of Paige Vietor,  7513 Honesty Way, Bethesda, Maryland 
 
Members in Attendance: Gay Barclay, Alicia Brown, Kathy Byrnes, Elizabeth Doublet, 
MV Dye, Caroline Ervin, Rosemarie Lentini, Sarah Mathias, Caroline McLaughlin, 
Penny Morrill, Pamela Murphy, Georgia Nassikas, Molly Raymond, Peggy Rhoades, 
Sarah Salomon, Paige Vietor, Ann West,  Louise Williams, Dottie Woodcock.  
 
President Sarah Mathias was in attendance.  Elizabeth Wise, Recording Secretary, took 
the meeting notes.   
 
The reading of the February 2016 membership meeting minutes were dispensed with 
and they were approved by unanimous voice vote.   
 
 
President’s Report 
 
Members present voted on the Founders’ Fund award. Members not present may vote 
by e-mail up until March 20th. 
 
President Sarah Mathias gave an update on Executive Committee activity. ExCo has 
approved revisions to our bylaws and which are now before the club membership for 
approval.  ExCo has also drafted Club Procedures, which are intended to be a roadmap 
for how the club conducts its business.  The procedures describe the expectations of 
club membership, leadership, and committee chairmanship; our new member selection 
process and committee responsibilities.  
 
 
Committee Reports 
 
Bylaws Committee   
 
Bylaws Committee Chairs Louise Williams and MV Dye passed out written copies of 
our Bylaws with the proposed Bylaws revisions noted in red.  They discussed the 
proposed changes and answered questions from the membership.  The highlights are:  
 
·      Elevated the Photography Committee to a permanent committee and gave it equal 
weight with Flower, Horticulture and Conservation.  This is in line with the GCA’s 
structure.  
 



·      Allows a vote to occur in a variety of ways, including entirely by e-mail.   
 
·      All Officer positions can be shared, provided the sharing members inform the 
President of the division of responsibilities.  Although a shared position, the office is 
given only one vote.  
 
·      All officers and committee chairs will begin their terms immediately following the 
passing of the gavel to the new President at the June meeting.   
 
·      Rename the two VP positions to Executive Vice President and First Vice 
President.  The Executive VP is an advisory position to the President and assists with 
the orientation of new members.  This is the ideal position for a past President and/or 
long-time member of the club.  The First Vice President is in charge of the program. 
 
·      The Nominating Committee will continue to be chaired by the Immediate Past 
President, but it will now also include the sitting President plus at least one other 
member, chosen by the chair.    
 
Highlights of the newly drafted description of club spell out new members’ duties for 
their first and second years, and are designed to integrate them more fully into club 
activities. 
 
The club will vote on the Bylaws revisions and the new club procedures next month. 
 
Horticulture  
 
Conservation Committee Chair Dottie Woodcock reminded the club of the 
Environmental Film Festival March 15- 26. 
 
NAL Conference report:  Georgia Nassikas and Pamela Murphy gave a very moving 
report on their two days on Capitol Hill. Describing the stunning assembly of leaders, 
scientists from botanic gardens across the nation, specialists on climate change, the 
Clean Air Act, water, food security, seed strategy, pollinators, students and others, they 
added, “To know that we’re a part of this, is very powerful.”    
 
On this centennial anniversary of the National Park Service, some issues seem 
particularly compelling: the Student Conservation Association sent speaker Liz Putnam 
and students working in parks. The National Education Foundation wants to educate 
300 million people on environmental issues.  Plants get only 4% of the funding given 
through the Endangered Species Act. After forest fires, only 40% of devastated areas are 
re-planted with native species. The disappearance of botanists was highlighted at the 
conference – as botanists are aging out, botany programs are phased out of universities 



and high schools. The country also needs seed collectors, to collect native seeds to 
increase our seed library. President Obama’s Pollinator Health Task Force was also 
present, no small role, as one in every three bites of our food need a pollinator.  
Bottom line, “Plants are not optional!” 
 
 
Notices & Upcoming Events 
 
• March 17-April 24: Georgia Nassikas’s works exhibited at the Atheneum in 
Alexandria 
• March 29: Container workshop at the Merrifield Garden Center in Great Falls, 
VA 
• April 29: Garden fair plant sale at the National Arboretum 
• April 30-May 1: Kathy Byrnes’ work exhibited at the Yellow Barn in Glen Echo 
Park 
• May 10- June 4: Sarah Salomon’s photographs exhibited at the Waverly Gallery 
in Bethesda 
 
Meeting Adjourned.  
 
 
Note on the Program:  A lot of fun was had by all at Perennial’s first “show and tell” 
session.  Members brought beautiful books for all ages, antique bonsai tools, art works, 
and ideas.  For local ideas, mentions included the Maryland and Virginia Native Plant 
Societies and the Hardy Plant Society. 
 
Our next meeting will be held on April 12 at the home of Sarah Salomon. Sarah will 
give us a photography workshop:  Tips and Tricks from our very own prize-winning 
shutterbug.  See you there! 
 
 
 


