
PERENNIAL GARDEN CLUB MEETING MINUTES — MARCH 13, 2018 

 

RSVP — Elizabeth Dugan, Amy Reese 

Peggy Rhoades announced that Caroline Ervin had agreed to be the next club president 

and Alicia Brown has said she will be incoming treasurer. 

The president thanked Georgia Nassikas for hosting the club in her home. She also 

thanked the group that provided the beautiful lunch — Jill Young, Linda Rogers, Suzie 

Bissell, and Sarah Mathias. 

The treasurer Caroline Ervin reported that we have approximately $1580.00 in checking 

and $9310 in savings. Funds expended this year have been primarily for programs and 

fees for special meeting attendance by our members. The club has also bought shelving 

for Hort display. A dues request will go out in April. 

Pamela Murphy and Elizabeth Wise Doublet attended the NAL meeting on Capitol Hill. 

Elizabeth reported on several key issues. What was shocking was how much 

biodiversity is being lost. Grasslands are disappearing along with millions of species 

that depended on that setting. The GCA supports a botany bill that will set aside 

funding to add native plantings in infrastructure projects, since infrastructure appears 

to be the “hot topic” of the moment. 

There was a recommendation that we change the way we garden. Rather than create 

decorative and decorated spaces, we should devote more of our garden for what is 

good for the critters who might thrive in our part of the world. 

There is a real desire on the part of many gardeners to view “Five Seasons: The Gardens 

of Piet Oudolf.” Several members will research how to provide a viewing here in the 

Washington, DC area. 

Great quote from Caroline Ervin concerning what to do in the garden this month — 

“Brown is a color until St. Patrick’s Day.” 

The Conservation Committee reports that the Chevy Chase and Georgetown Clubs are 

very interested in working with Perennial on a conservation project along the 

Annacostia River. Discussion will continue also with the 11th Street bridge project to see 



if this might be a viable option. A fundraiser will take place before next year to fund the 

project. 

The Flower and Horticulture Shows will take place May 8. Sign-ups can take place on-

line or at the April meeting. Please bring your Hort specimens in clear glass bottles. The 

theme for the flower show is “Taste of Spring.” 

The Garden History Committee reported that Sarah Salomon’s garden has been 

submitted to the GCA and will hopefully be included in the Smithsonian Gardens 

Archive. 

Sarah Salomon and her sister Corky received a red ribbon for their entry at the 

Philadephia Flower Show entitle “A Crown for King Neptune.” Her brother Duncan 

also participated by creating the metal base for the crown. Check out the Perennial 

website for a photo of the winning entry. 

Sarah Salomon will be giving a class in photography in Baltimore. See the Perennial 

website for more information and to sign up. 

The meeting was adjourned.  

Suzie Bissell and Linda DuRoss provided a workshop on the GCA and Perennial 

websites. 

 

Penny Morrill 

March 14, 2018 

 


