
 Thank you, Sally, for that wonderful introduction. 

 

 The saga of the National Garden is a fascinating tale.  

We didn’t start to create a National Garden and, if you’d try 

to do it today given the gridlock in Washington, it would have 

been impossible.  But, here it is in all its glory.  It was made 

possible by luck and good timing but, most of all, by the 

dedication and skill of those people who caught the vision 

and would not give up. 

 

 One of the most important contributions to the success 

of the Garden is our own Sally Chapoton.  Through her 

genius for organization, her enthusiasm and charm, the 

Garden has become an icon of beauty in the Capitol 

landscape. 

 

  



 The history of the Garden begins with our campaign to 

make the rose our national flower.  Rose enthusiasts had for 

decades sought to achieve this recognition, but the late great 

Senator Everett Dirksen loved the lowly marigold more.  He 

blocked any attempt to enthrone the rose.   

 

 But by 1985 with Dirksen gone, the time seemed right 

and Bennett shared my zeal. He introduced our bill.  Our 

dear friend, Lindy Boggs, beloved in the House, introduced 

the identical bill.  Senator Strom Thurmond chaired the 

committee of jurisdiction.  When I visited Strom he not only 

agreed to vote for the bill but became its cosponsor.  

 

 Our group of rose enthusiasts that included Charlie 

Cook of Congressman Ralph Hall’s staff, Larry J. Burks of 

the Rose Association, B.A. Bentsen, and I needed to meet 

with Herb Franklin, of the Architect of the Capitol’s office, 

who chaired the meeting. The issue was where on the 



Capitol grounds could we plant a rose garden?  We talked 

about various places when, out of the blue, Herb suggested 

the idea of a National Garden adjacent to the Botanical 

Garden to host the rose.  It was a eureka moment.  Of 

course, that was the solution, but that required an Act of 

Congress. 

 

 So, again, we went to Capitol Hill.  Bennett, Lindy 

Boggs and Congressman Ralph Hall of Texas introduced the 

bill to create the National Garden in its present location.  An 

important part of the legislation authorized the Architect of 

the Capitol to accept gifts for this purpose.  President 

Reagan signed the bill in the Oval Office on November 7, 

1986.   

 

 The success of this legislation, however, didn’t create 

the Garden.  That would be possible only if we raised the 

money for it.  



 

 B.A. Bentsen was my enthusiastic co-conspirator in the 

money campaign.  Our first target was Bob Strauss, Mr. 

Everything in Washington.  B.A. made the appointment.  

Could he help us raise some money?   “I’ll do better than 

that,” Bob said.  “I’ll give you the services of one of my best 

lawyers.”  We knew by reputation that Michael Mandel was 

good, but in time we learned just how good he was.  

Michael’s first job was to help us develop a Board of 

Directors to help raise the money and work with the Architect 

of the Capitol in the design of the Garden. 

 

 The success of the Board was, as always, dependent 

upon its chair and our first choice for this job was Phil 

Carroll, the CEO of Shell Oil America.  At our first meeting 

with him, he was surprised to hear that we wanted him to be 

the Chair.  He not only agreed but enlisted his right-hand 

man, Steve Ward, in the cause.  Steve became the 



Executive Director of the Garden.  He is here, and let’s 

recognize him with a round of applause.   

 

 Our fundraising campaign began with a bang when our 

friend, Theresa Heinz, contributed our first $1 million. 

 

 Then Bennett and BA’s husband, Lloyd, who happened 

to be Chairman of the Senate Finance Committee, 

sponsored legislation to strike a national coin for the Garden.  

The passage of the bill made the third time we successfully 

passed legislation for the Garden. That raised $5 million. 

 

 But we needed a high profile fundraising event so I 

asked my old friend from LSU, Lod Cook, who was CEO of 

ARCO, for his help.  Lod came up with the idea of inviting all 

of the living First Ladies to headline the event, and he 

volunteered his jet planes to provide the transportation. 

 



 The fundraiser was a huge success.  James Hagedorn, 

of Scotts Miracle Grow, was our greatest benefactor.  My 

prized possession is the signed picture of the First Ladies:  

Lady Bird Johnson, Betty Ford, Rosalyn Carter, Nancy 

Reagan, and Senator Hillary Clinton.  Many others, too 

numerous to mention, have made enormous contributions to 

the success of the Garden.  So, to them, let me add my 

thanks and appreciation. 

 

 Nothing that I have done in my life, outside of family, 

has been more meaningful and satisfying to me than to see 

the success of this wonderful Garden.  Thank you so much 

for your recognition of me.  But, thanks most of all for 

ensuring its continued success. 

 

   

 

 


