
PERENNIAL GARDEN CLUB  
Meeting Minutes 
October 13, 2015, 11:00 AM 

Location: Kathy Byrnes’ home, 4529 Hawthorne Street, Northwest, Washington 

Attendees: Betsy Burke, Kathy Byrnes, Elizabeth Doublet, Linda DuRoss, M.V. Dye, Caroline 
Ervin, Lisa Frulla, Mary Kopper, Rosemarie Lentini, Sarah Mathias, Brooke Morton, Pamela 
Murphy, Catherine Nottingham, Weezie Owens, Amy Reese, Peggy Rhoades, Carrie Smith, 
Paige Vietor, Ann West, Louise Williams, Ellie Witherspoon, Dottie Woodcock, Catherine 
Woolley. 

MINUTES 

The president thanked our hostesses: Kathy Byrnes, for welcoming us in her beautiful home, as 
well as Rosemary Lentini, Amy Reese, Peggy Rhoades, and Catie Woolley for a lovely and 
delicious lunch. 

Members then approved the minutes of Perennial’s September meeting, without discussion.  
 
President’s Report 
 EXCO - Notice of Executive Committee Actions –  

Since the September meeting, the EXCO took the following actions:   
- Approved the expenditure of funds to secure a new, more easily accessible storage 

facility for archives, 
- Approved funding for the BWS Washington Youth Garden Workshop and 

box  lunches,  
- Approved funding for two BWS Perennial Fellows (K-3, 3-6.)   

     
 GVA Zone VI  meeting will be held October 21/22 in Owens Mills, MD 

Our representatives are Linda DuRoss and Sarah Salomon.   Perennial members 
are welcome to attend. Sarah will receive GCA’s  Photography Award.  

  Hosta Plant Exchange - PGC is to provide 3 hostas in clean, 8” clay pots. 
  Another mandatory entry is a miniature garden collection of succulents 
 
     Committee Assignments 

Thanks to all for signing up to join committees last month. The conservation, hort, 
flower and photography committees are full, but others need committee members. 
Please volunteer for these. 
  

 Fundraisers  
Thanks to our healthy bank balance this year, we are less constrained by 
fundraising needs, and will discontinue the Wreath Sale this winter.  We would 
also like to redirect the great energy used by the wreath sale to the club’s core 
activities.   

      



GCA Annual Meeting Sign Ups – The Flower Show Committee is looking for volunteers. 
 
Treasurer’s Report - Caroline Ervin 

Through September 30th, PGC spent $5300 on GCA dues, paying for our new Archives 
Storage unit, and two (spring and fall) grounds cleanups at BWS. 
PGC currently has $ 4104 in its checking account and $ 21,272 in its savings account, of 
which, $10,000 of this is dedicated to BWS. 
Committee chairs and members were reminded to use the Reimbursement Form (also 
attached to this email) for any expenses they plan to incur on behalf of the club.  

 
Committee Reports 
      Program - Linda DuRoss / Amy Reese 

Linda announced a change of date for the November PGC meeting. It will now 
be held on Monday, November 9th at Caroline Ervin’s house.  This meeting 
will be dedicated to the launch of Perennial’s new website, featuring 
demonstrations and hands-on help. Bring your laptop or iPad. 
On Tuesday, November 10th, a curator-led tour of the new American Garden 
at the National Building Museum will be available to 20 PGC members. Please 
sign up for this tour if you are interested. Tour will start at the Museum at 10:30 
a.m. and will finish at 12:30 p.m. 

       
BWS – Amy Reese/Brooke Morton 

Amy reported on Amy and Brooke’s meeting with Suzanne Burrows, BWS 
Director of Development.  BWS will take the lead, determining its priorities and 
then sending us requests. Tawana Purnell, the new head of school, is already 
receiving praise from faculty and parents.  
Brooke invited PGC members to attend the workshop for BWS teachers at the 
Washington Youth Garden (at the National Arboretum, 3501 New York Avenue) 
this Friday, October 16th at 12:30 p.m. for a box lunch followed by 1:00 p.m. -
3:30 p.m. workshop. 
Through generous individual donations, PGC has funded two new Fellows; their 
impressive bios were circulated at the meeting.  

  Weezie shared a Washingon Post article on Pope Francis’ visit that cited BWS.  
 
 Horticulture - Louise Williams/Weezie Owens.  

Louise gave a recap of last month’s PGC Hort Show. She noted that the Zone 
judges were very senior judges, and that they were very complimentary of PGC’s 
show and its entries.  It is clear, Louise said, that “PGC is not afraid of Hort !”  A 
tally of the winning points for each entry gave the highest number to Louise 
Williams.   
 

Conservation – Dottie Woodcock 
Dottie welcomed the great interest in conservation shown by PGC members and 
asked for input on what Conservation means to us. Her remarks highlighted the 
issue of water and the progress that the Washington area is making in the area of 
water conservation.  



 
The business meeting was then adjourned, and members were treated to an inspiring 
demonstration of autumn flower arranging by Company Flowers. The spectacular arrangements 
were auctioned off after lunch and raised $275.00 that will replenish our program account. 
 
 
Thought for the day, with thanks to Louise Williams: 
“In almost every garden, the land is made better, and so is the gardener.” 
 
 

- Submitted by Elizabeth Doublet 
 

 


