
PERENNIAL GARDEN CLUB — MINUTES — SEPTEMBER 22, 2015 
 
Location:  Gay Barclay’s Home, 11600 River Road, Potomac, MD    
 
Attendees:  Suzie Bissell, Betty Boyle, Alicia Brown, Ellie Denker, Liz Dugan, Linda 
DuRoss, Caroline Ervin, Dana Faulkner, Lisa Frulla, Mary Kopper, Rosemarie 
Lentini, Sarah Mathias, Caroline McLoughlin, Penny Morrill, Brooke Morton, 
Georgia Nassikas, Betsy Nottingham, Catherine Nottingham, Weezie Owens, 
Paige Vietor, Louise Williams, Dottie Woodcock, Catherine Woolley, Jill Young 

Minutes: 

 The president praised Gay Barclay for her generosity in offering her home 
for the meeting at short notice and in her absence. The Hort committee, the Judges, 
and the Hostess committee were thanked for their efforts. The Hort Show 
appeared to be a great success, with lots of entries. 

First order of business was the acceptance of the minutes, which had been 
submitted previously via email. 

 
 The Executive Committee has devised a vision for the year: “Share Work, 
Share Joy.” Attempts will be made to involve all the members in the various 
activities of the club. A list of committees was sent around. Members were asked 
to sign up for at least two committees. There are three new committees: 

1. Photography 
2. Communications — important function. Development of a website. Linda 

duRoss is spearheading this effort for better communication among 
members. 

3. Philanthropy/Fundraising 
 
Another task that the club will tackle is a review of the By-Laws. At this 

time, the by-laws do not conform to the various functions within the club. For 
example, more members are working outside the home, so there is a greater 
need for job-sharing. The plan is to take each section of the by-laws for review. 
The hope is to reach consensus on all by-laws by June 2016. This review will 
not be a major overhaul. However, the by-laws should conform to today’s 
expectations for each office and function. 

 
 A vacancy on the executive committee has occurred and Betsy Nottingham 
has graciously agreed to serve as Corresponding Secretary. 
 



 The Perennial Garden Club will be the second for the Georgetown Garden 
Club’s Founders’ Fund project in Dumbarton Oaks Park.  Suzie Bissell passed 
out copies of a list of parks designed by Beatrix Ferrand. 
 
 The Perennial Garden Club has had a strong impact on the Bishop Walker 
School with the donation of a teaching garden. The club will now enter a 
second phase in which we will participate in good governance practices and 
will hope for the same from the school and its board. The president suggested 
that the BWS Committee, chaired by Brooke Morton, now work directly with 
the development office, specifically with Suzanne Burrows. The club will ask 
that the school’s board of trustees set the agenda. The club will then actively 
respond to the wishes of the board as communicated via the development 
office. It is strongly felt that is more professional approach will lead to a more 
informed discussion and will empower BWS and the school’s board to grow 
with the club’s support. The BWS committee will begin with stating that the 
board will now make the decision to continue with activities the club launched 
— the Monarch Butterfly project, the Paperwhite project, and the Field Day. 
The board will also consider the value of the Perennial Fellow. The club will 
not fundraise for the school. 
 
 Since gardens do not take care of themselves, it was recommended as the 
first of several good governance practices that the board institute a building 
and grounds committee to oversee the upkeep of the hardscape and gardens 
that the club has installed. The acting headmistress has come from an 
environmental charter school so appears to be amenable to the ongoing use of 
the teaching garden as an integral part of the school’s curriculum. 
 
 The new treasurer, Caroline Ervin reported that she is now using electronic 
software to monitor the club’s financials. Each committee will be viewed with a 
baseline in order to create a budget for the club. Caroline will provide a form to 
committee chairs, asking for projected financial needs. This will provide an 
electronic “paper” trail. The budget will be presented at the next meeting. The 
expense of a ground floor storage unit was mentioned. The answer to a 
question about tax deductibility of dues was that everything but the $25.00 
social fee is deductible. 
 
 Amy Reese and Linda DuRoss announced a very exciting calendar of 
programs for the year. The theme is: Fun for Friends with Friends! Snow days 
will be announced by a club-wide email. 
 



 Conservation chair Dottie Woodcock announced the 100th anniversary of 
the national parks. She reminded the club of our own focus on WATER — 
whether with our involvement with the Anacostia River clean-up, BWS, or 
Dumbarton Oaks Park. Dottie urged us to “Think Parks!” 
 
 The meeting was adjourned for a beautiful lunch provided by the Hostess 
Committee. The members were invited to view the Hort Show. 
 
 Submitted by Penny Morrill 


